Fixing a Wooden Structure for My Sisters

Criterion A: Planning

My idea

When | was a little kid, | used to watch my papa make birdhouses in his shed. | remember he
always let me hammer nails in and paint it with him. When | was thinking about an idea for my
personal project, those memories came into my head, and | decided | wanted to do something
related to carpentry. | started to think about something | can build or fix for my family that was
large enough to be a personal project idea. In my backyard, we have a big wooden structure
that’s not very safe, and my mom suggested that | fix that structure and turn It into a play
structure for my little sisters. | thought it was a perfect idea and | told my supervisor about it

and she agreed.

| already have some past knowledge of carpentry. In 2019 | went to my grandparent’s house
to visit for the summer, and while we were visiting, a big storm hit and it damaged my
grandparent's wharf. Me, my brothers, and my cousins all helped my papa rebuild his wharf.
Since my papa is 82, he didn’t do much building but rather instructed us on what to do. We
were given hammers and a bucket of nails, and we had to take some planks of wood and fix
the parts that were broken. This really developed my hammering skills, | felt like a pro by the

end of it.



Action plan

The next step | had to do was to create a suitable action plan for my project. It needed to be
realistic and achievable, but | found myself having trouble when composing it. | have never
been very good at sticking to deadlines, and this made me question how far apart | should
have the steps of my project. But, after a couple of days of thinking, | managed to make an

action plan that felt attainable and realistic.

Timeline Actions

Week 1 - | -l decided on my personal project topic

-Submit personal project notification form

Week 4 -Schedule meeting with my supervisor
September
Week 8- - Do research and get measurements for the materials | will need

- keep putting my process evidence on Managebac
Week 12 | -Interview my 3 little sisters

November




Week 12- | - Get the materials and equipment | need to start building the play
structure
-continue adding evidence into process evidence on Managebac

Week 16
-arrange a 2nd meeting with my Supervisor

December

Week 16- [ -Start construction on the play structure
-continue adding journal entries on Managebac

Week 20 | -discuss the Mini-Pitch with my Supervisor

January | -prepare a presentation for PP Mini-Pitch

Week 20- | -continue adding evidence and journals on Managebac
-finish building

Week 24 | -arrange the 3rd meeting with my Supervisor

February

Week 24- | -start report
-fill in academic integrity form

Week 28 | -Prepare for the Personal Project Fair

March




Week 32 -finish report
-hand in the report and academic honesty form
Week 36 | -Have the Personal Project fair

April

Learning goal

My learning goal is to have some understanding of how carpentry works, to know what tools
to use for the job | am doing, and how to operate those tools. Something that I'm looking
forward to the most is learning how to build a ladder, and to do that I'll need to know how to
utilize many different tools. | already know how to use some basic workshop tools like a
screwdriver and a hammer. The tools | am most looking forward to learning how to use are a

drill and handsaw.

Product goal

My product goal is to have a strong safe play structure that can hold up to 3 people. For my
product goal, | do plan to spend money on materials. | don’t have a certain limit, but | am
aiming for less than 500 PLN. For the product, I'm also going to be adding small

personalization to the structure at my sisters' request, since this whole project is for them.

Success Criteria



When making the success criteria | focused on all aspects of both my product and learning

goals. Whilst the learning goal is still very important, the most meaningful component to me is

that my sisters can have fun with the structure and be safe. And so | made my success

Criteria so that it attains both those outcomes.

Below Expectations

Meets Expectations

Exceeds expectations

enjoy playing on the
structure

playing on the on
structure occasion

Building | didn’t finish building | The building is | finished the building
the structure finished but it is only | structure and | was able
the minimum to add extra features
Safety The structure is not The structure is safe | The structure is very
safe for playing on and can hold2to 3 stable and can hold
people more than 5 people
Sisters My sisters do not My sisters enjoy My sisters play on the

structure everyday

Learning goal

| don't know how to
use any tools that I'd
planned to use

| have a good
understanding of how
to use the tools

| know how every tool
works and how to
operate each one safely

Global Context

Originally for my global context | chose scientific and technical innovation, but later | realized

that personal and cultural expression suits my project better. Considering this project is a

physical creation and involves a lot of creativity, | concluded that this global context worked

better. Rather than focusing on the scientific aspects of the project, | wanted to focus more on

the creativity and ideas that go into the product.

Research

After establishing the foundations of my project, | began exploring the possibilities of what |

could create. When looking at my structure, there were two large components that stood out:




No ladder, and a lack of stabilization. After watching a couple of videos on stabilization, It

became clear to me that the problem was that | didn’t have enough support beams.

When researching for my project it was essential to know what my sisters want for the
play structure so that | can have a clear idea of where | should start. So my first idea to get
this information is to do an interview with them and ask what they would like the play structure

to Include. | formulated some basic questions that might be helpful to the rest of my research.

Interview
Me: What do you guys want most on the play structure?
Sisters: a roof, and comfy seating.
Me: What things do you guys plan to do in it?

Sisters: relax, read and play. Like maybe card games and board games.



Me: How often will you guys use the play structure?
Sisters: well when it’s first built we will probably go up there every day, but after a couple of

weeks, we will probably only go up 2 to 3 times a week.

Criterion B: Applying skills

ATL Skills for My Learning Goal: Communication

Throughout my personal project experience, | utilized good communication skills that

helped me achieve my learning goal. | knew from the beginning that | wouldn’t be able to
accomplish this project by myself. | don’t have the tools or experience to make a ladder by
myself. Luckily for me, my supervisor knew a lady named Ania who runs a carpentry workshop

with her husband Piotr. For the duration of my project, |
met with Ania and Piotr three times. And

with every meeting | had with them, | got closer to my
learning goal. For example, in our second

meeting, Ania and Piotr came to my house to help me
take measurements for the length of the wood | needed.
On that day | learned how to write down measurements
properly thanks to Piotr. And on our third meeting, Piotr
and | built the ladder that would be used for the

structure. In this meeting, Piotr taught me how to

properly use a drill, handsaw, and chisel. The ladder we
built Is extremely sturdy and | am proud of myself. |
now have the knowledge of how to build a ladder,

and with the right resources, | could do it again by myself.



ATL Skills for My Product Goal: Creative Thinking and Collaboration Skills

When doing my project, | tried to be as creative as possible. Throughout the project, |
mainly took requests from my sisters, but | also added some features on my own. For
example,l added a pulley system so that my sisters could haul up heavy objects without
taking the risk of falling down the ladder. | also came up with the idea of staining the play
structure so that it looked a little better and decorated it with some flowers. | think my

Creative Thinking Skills were practiced very well in this project and it helped my sisters



have a more fun play structure.




When | first started my project, | thought | would be doing everything by myself with little to no
help from anybody else. Later in the research stage, | realized that a lot of the things that |
wanted to do would not be easy to accomplish alone. For example, when | stained my
structure It was taking me a long time to do it by myself so | had to ask for help from my
sisters in order to finish staining before the sun went down. This use of Collaboration skills

helped me accomplish my product goal in time, and it also let my sisters have a little fun too.




Criterion C: Reflecting

The impact of my project on my learning

On this project | learned many new skills and even sharpened skills that | already had. | was
able to achieve both my learning goal and product goal, even though it didn’t all go as | had
planned. Something | regret very much is not managing my time well. There were multiple
instances where | procrastinated on my project and it resulted in a couple of very stressful
weeks leading up to the final report due date. I will definitely work on this so that | can be

more productive in the future.

| think that the time | spent in the workshop making the ladder and learning to use the tools
was The most useful takeaway from this project. | enjoyed the process very much and the

feeling Of accomplishment after completing it was great.

My overall approach to learning has not changed. | have always been a good listener and
observer and | believe that those are the most important elements to learning something new.

In my project, | learned the most skills and techniques from my father and Piotr.

My Product
My product is a large play structure that can hold up to 3 people. In my play structure, there is

a bench, a shelf, a pulley system, and a sunshade. From what | started with, | also added a



ladder as well as stained the whole structure brown and added decoration. Another important
part is that | added more planks at the bottom to stabilize the structure better. | am very

satisfied with my finished product, and my sisters are too.

What | Started With:

My Final Product







Evaluating success criteria

Below Expectations

Meets Expectations

Exceeds expectations

enjoy playing on the
structure

playing on the on
structure occasion

Building | didn’t finish building | The building is | finished the building
the structure finished but it is only | structure and | was able
the minimum to add extra features
Safety The structure is not The structure is safe | The structure is very
safe for playing on and can hold 2to 3 stable and can hold
people more than 5 people
Sisters My sisters do not My sisters enjoy My sisters play on the

structure everyday

Learning goal

| don't know how to
use any tools that I'd
planned to use

| have a good
understanding of how
to use the tools

| know how every tool
works and how to
operate each one safely

| think that my project met my expectations in some places and exceeded them in others. In

terms of building, | think | exceeded my expectations a little bit since | didn’t think | would be

able to finish it and also add some extra features. The extra features I'm talking about are the

pulley system and decorations.

For Safety, my product met my expectations of only being able to hold 2 people at a time.

The reason why | say this is because even though | added extra support beams on the

bottom, the structure is still not very stable when it comes to holding more than 2 people. But

considering how light my younger sisters are, there could be some acceptions of all 3 of them

being up there as long as they aren’t moving around too much.




My Sisters are very excited and happy that the structure is finished. | can’t say much yet
since | only finished recently, but so far they have been going outside and doing stuff on it

occasionally, so | think this met my expectations.

For the Learning Goal, | believe that | met my expectations. | did learn how to use
new tools, but | wouldn’t call myself an expert. Specifically, | learned how to use a drill,

handsaw, and chisel which are all basic tools.

Item Expense
100 Screws 23 PLN
10+ planks of wood 120 PLN
Drill 100 PLN
Brown stain 130 PLN
Sander 150 PLN
Sandpaper 14 PLN
Shower Curtain 38 PLN
Flowers 42 PLN
Brushes 12 PLN

My original limit for the money | would spend was 500 PLN, but | went over by a little bit.
The total amount that | spent was 729 PLN including the 100 PLN fee for all my meetings with
Ania and Piotr. | think the reason why | set my limit to 500 was that | didn’t expect to be

getting so many extra things like the decorations and such.



